
NOV. 28-DEC. 2, 2018  |  $975 PER PERSON

The 2018 Costa Rica Nature Quest will be held at Selva Verde 
Lodge & Rainforest Reserve in Sarapiquí, located amid primary 
and secondary forest in the Caribbean lowlands of Costa 
Rica. Though small in geographic area, Costa Rica sits at the 
crossroads of two continents and serves as a major wildlife 
corridor in the Western Hemisphere.

This expedition is designed for zoo, aquarium, and other nature 
organization leaders and representatives who focus on field 
programs. It features field trips, seminars, and presentations on 
Costa Rica and international topics.

Come and learn about the hopeful efforts to protect and manage 
flora and fauna throughout the Americas, share with your 
peers, and gain insight for your community initiatives. 

Join fellow nature organization professionals and enthusiasts for 
an exchange of ideas, learning, and exploring in the tropics!

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Enjoy five days and four nights of field trips and activities to observe 
tropical wildlife in its natural habitat.

Attend informative seminars on sustainable travel, Costa Rican biodiversity, 
and conservation.

Visit the world-renowned Organization for Tropical Studies La Selva Biological 
Station and explore the 500 acres of Selva Verde Rainforest Reserve with the 

help of local naturalist guides.

Learn about various aspects of tropical conservation including species protection, 
landscape management, geological history, and sustainable ecotourism.

Visit La Paz Waterfall Gardens, featuring a butterfly observatory, bromeliad gardens, 
striking waterfalls, hummingbird feeders, and more.

Watch for reptiles, mammals, and birds during a boat ride down the Sarapiquí River.

LINK TO ENROLL: holbrooktravel.com/naturequest2018

2018 COSTA RICA
NATUREQUEST



SEMINARS AND TALKS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29, POST-DINNER

The Meso-American Biological Corridor
Willy Pineda, Costa Rican biologist 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30, 1:30-2:15PM

Environmental Education, Community 
Development, & Local Conservation Efforts   
Sarapiquí Conservation Learning Center 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30, PRE-DINNER 

Global Travel for Nature Organizations  
Stefanie Plein, Holbrook Travel

SATURDAY DECEMBER 1, 1:30-2:15PM

Sea Turtle Conservation 
Sea turtle biologist

*Order/schedule of seminars may be subject to change.

Selva Verde is more than a lodge and more 
than a rainforest reserve. It is a gateway into 
a magical world of towering Almendro trees, 
mantled howler monkeys, and Keel-billed 
Toucans. Rekindle your sense of wonder and 
discover the out-of-the-ordinary. Located just 
two hours from San José, Selva Verde provides 
easy access to the wonders of the rainforest. 
For over 30 years, Selva Verde has been a haven 
for nature enthusiasts from around the world. 
Visit the acclaimed private 500-acre rainforest 
reserve in the Sarapiquí Region, enjoying the 
lush, wildlife-filled grounds on the banks of the 
Sarapiquí River. Relax in a hammock, swim in 
the pool, and relish the comforts and services 
provided by Selva Verde’s wonderful staff. 

ABOUT SELVA VERDE LODGE & 
RAINFOREST RESERVE



NOVEMBER 28 - SAN JOSÉ 
Upon arrival at Juan Santamaría International Airport you will be 
met by a representative for the transfer to the hotel. Arrivals should be 
planned for no later than 4:30 pm. (Hotel room check-in is available 
beginning at 2 pm.) Pick up your welcome packet upon check-in. 
Receive an orientation to your program, where you'll be introduced 
to your leaders and receive a briefing on the day ahead. Afterward 
there will be a welcome dinner. Overnight at Hotel Buena Vista. (D)

NOVEMBER 29 - SARAPIQUÍ 
After an early breakfast, depart for the Sarapiquí region and Selva 
Verde Lodge, with a stop en route at La Paz Waterfall Gardens, 
located in the cloud forest near Poás Volcano. More than two dozen 
hummingbird species have been recorded at the garden’s feeders. 
Also observe one of the largest butterfly observatories in the world, 
bromeliad gardens, and striking waterfalls. Enjoy lunch on premises. 
Continue to Cinchona to look for the Red-headed Barbet before 
arriving at Selva Verde Lodge & Rainforest Reserve. Receive a warm 
welcome and orientation to the lodge, its history, and surroundings. 
Following dinner is this evening's featured presentation on the 
Mesoamerican Biological Corridor by Willy Pineda. Overnight at 
Selva Verde Lodge. (BLD)

NOVEMBER 30 - SARAPIQUÍ 
Depart early for the Organization for Tropical Studies La Selva 
Biological Station, one of the world’s leading institutions in tropical 
education and research. La Selva was originally established in 1954 
by Dr. Leslie Holdridge as a farm dedicated to experimentation 
on mixed plantations for the improvement of natural resources 
management. It was purchased in 1968 by the Organization for 
Tropical Studies and declared a private biological reserve and station. 
Since then, it has become one of the most important sites in the 
world for research on tropical rainforests. Over 240 scientific papers 
are published yearly from research conducted at the site. Be on the 
lookout for the coati, collared peccary, mantled howler monkey, 
agouti, three-toed sloth, Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Crested Guan, Great 
Tinamou, Pied Puffbird, and Spectacled Owl. Have breakfast on site 
and then continue wildlife watching along La Selva's extensive trail 
system. Return to Selva Verde for lunch. This afternoon the seminar 
series continues with a visit to the Sarapiquí Conservation Learning 
Center for a talk on its pioneering efforts in environmental education, 
community development, and local conservation efforts. A non-profit 
run by international volunteers and community members since 1993, 
the SCLC serves hundreds of local people and thousands of eco-
tourists each year. Have dinner at the lodge. After dinner, you may 
choose to continue your exploration with an evening night walk with 
your guide. Overnight at Selva Verde Lodge. (BLD)

DECEMBER 1 - SARAPIQUÍ 
Begin the day with early morning wildlife viewing along the footpaths 
of Selva Verde's private reserve. After breakfast take a guided hike 
in the primary forest reserve. Look for tropical birds and wildlife 
among the dense vegetation. Protecting 500 acres of rainforest, Selva 
Verde offers many trails and lookout points. You'll have the chance 
to see species such as the Keel-billed Toucan, Great Green Macaw, 
White-winged Becard, Sunbittern, Red-throated Ant-Tanager, and 
White-collared Manakin. Have lunch and later depart for the town of 

Puerto Viejo, where you'll board a river boat for an afternoon cruise 
on the Puerto Viejo River. This fairly large tropical river is bordered 
by tropical riparian forest. You'll have a chance to see a variety of 
reptiles and mammals, as well as many bird species, such as the Bare-
throated Tiger-Heron, Olivaceous Cormorant, Anhinga, and Ringed 
and Amazonian Kingfishers. This evening celebrate with a cocktail 
party and farewell dinner at La Terraza restaurant. Overnight at Selva 
Verde Lodge. (BLD)

DECEMBER 2 - DEPART 
After breakfast this morning, depart from Selva Verde Lodge to San 
José for your flight home or continue your journey on one of two 
optional post-trip extensions: San Gerardo de Dota or Tortuguero. 
Hotel room check-out is by 12 noon. *All flights must depart from 
San José after 1 pm; there will be one transfer from Selva Verde to 
San José. (B)

LAND PRICING
$975  per person

Price is based on double occupancy and includes accommodations, 
all meals, entrance fees, and activities as listed in the itinerary, 
juice, water, tea or coffee with meals, private vehicle transportation, 
full-time guide for duration of program, and carbon offset. Does 
not include alcoholic beverages, items of a personal nature, or 
international airfare. Holbrook Travel can assist with your flight 
arrangements if desired.

Optional costs 
Pre/post night at Hotel Buena Vista        $175 
Single supplement          $190 per person 
Three night Post Extension          $875 per person 
   to San Gerardo de Dota
Three night Post Extension          $875 per person 
   to Tortuguero

THE FINE PRINT
Price is based on double occupancy; for a single room, add $190 per 
person. We will make every effort to match people who request to share 
with others seeking a roommate. Forced single supplements will be billed 
approximately 95 to 125 days prior to departure when the rooming 
list is finalized. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment form are 
required to secure your space. This deposit is refundable excluding a 
$100 cancellation fee until August 25, 2018, when non-refundable final 
payment is due.

ITINERARY BLD = BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH, DINNER

TRAVEL PROTECTION
Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help provide 
coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits for Baggage/
Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency 
Evacuation and more. Refer to the Plan Document for more details.

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the Group 
Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/Interruption, 
in addition to many other insurance benefits and non-insurance 
assistance services. If interested in this optional plan, we can provide 
you with rates and plan details.



Nestled in Savegre Valley amid the Talamanca 
Mountains, Trogon Lodge is a perfect base for 
exploring high-elevation cloud forest habitats. 
More than 170 bird species have been identified 
in the area, including an array of tanagers, 
flycatchers, hummingbirds, warblers, and of 
course, trogons. The lodge is also conveniently 
located near Los Quetzales National Park, Costa 
Rica's newest national park and one of the best 
places in the country to spot a Resplendent 
Quetzal. Optional activities are available, or you 
can spend your free time walking the lodge's 
nature trails, relaxing in the lounge, taking in 
views of the river, or strolling in the gardens.

BIRDING AT TROGON LODGE, 
SAN GERARDO DE DOTA

•	 DEC. 2  After breakfast at Selva Verde Lodge, 
transfer to Trogon Lodge in San Gerardo de 
Dota, with lunch en route. Check in at the lodge 
and spend the afternoon at leisure, exploring the 
grounds and trails. Dinner served at the lodge.

•	 DEC. 3  Early morning birding around the lodge 
before breakfast. Enjoy a half-day guided bird walk 
through the cloud forest terrain of the páramo. 
Lunch at the lodge. Afternoon free to explore 
the trails, or select one of the optional activities 
available at Trogon. Dinner at the lodge.

•	 DEC. 4  Set out at sunrise in search of the 
Resplendent Quetzal. Have breakfast at the lodge, 
followed by a half-day hike exploring the trails of 
Los Quetzales National Park. Lunch at the lodge, 
with afternoon free for relaxation or optional 
activity. Dinner at the lodge.

•	 DEC. 5  Early breakfast at Trogon Lodge 
before group departure back to San José. Book 
international flights after 12:00 pm.

$875 per person
Double occupancy accommodations, transportation to 
Trogon Lodge and to San José, lodging, meals, scheduled 
activities, guide, and carbon offset.

Not included: gratuities, alcoholic beverages, optional 
activities, and items of a personal nature.  
Single supplement: $150

PACKAGE PRICING

Located on the northern Caribbean coast, Tortuguero is 
a remote outpost accessible only by waterway; a series 
of natural interconnecting canals provides a unique 
opportunity to observe wildlife by boat. At different 
times throughout the year, leatherback, hawksbill, 
loggerhead, and green sea turtles all nest on the beaches, 
lending Tortuguero its name.

WILDLIFE OF TORTUGUERO, 
TURTLE BEACH LODGE

•	 DEC. 2  After an early breakfast at Selva Verde, travel by 
bus to a dock for the boat transfer to Tortuguero National 
Park. Along the inland waterways you may see spider 
monkeys, crocodiles, three-toed sloths, wading birds, 
manatees, and caimans. Upon arrival, have lunch then 
visit the Sea Turtle Conservancy museum to learn about 
sea turtle conservation. Hear a talk by Rafa Robles, an 
experienced biologist and tour guide, about the historical 
development and economic/conservation importance of 
Tortuguero. Enjoy dinner at the lodge.

•	 DEC. 3  Have breakfast at the lodge. Today explore 
the canal waterways via boat in search of wildlife. The 
extensive network of freshwater creeks and lagoons in 
Tortuguero are home to seven species of river turtles, 
spectacled caimans, southern river otters, many 
crustaceans, and more than 50 species of freshwater fish. 
Be on the lookout for spider, howler, and white-faced 
capuchin monkeys, and expect to see several different 
species of birds. If lucky, you might even spot an 
endangered West Indian manatee. This afternoon take an 
interpretive hike on the lodge’s trails.

•	 DEC. 4  After breakfast, board a boat to begin the 
scenic return to the dock near Guapiles. Transfer by bus 
to San José. En route lunch and stop at El Tapir Nature 
Reserve, famous for its hummingbird garden. Continue 
to the hotel. This evening enjoy a farewell dinner.

•	 DEC. 5  Transfer to the airport for your flight home.

$875 per person
Double occupancy accommodations, transportation to Turtle 
Beach Lodge and to San José, lodging, meals, scheduled 
activities, guide, and carbon offset.

Not included: gratuities, alcoholic beverages, optional 
activities, and items of a personal nature.  
Single supplement: $125

PACKAGE PRICING

LINK TO ENROLL: holbrooktravel.com/naturequest2018

OPTIONAL 3-NIGHT 
POST-TRIP EXTENSIONS


